WESTON AND CREWE GREEN PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13 MARCH 2025

PRESENT:
Councillors: John Densem (Chair), Anne Broome, John Chambers, John Cornell, Simon Lewis
and Chad Wilkinson.

IN ATTENDANCE:
One member of the public.
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APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Clirs Chamberlain, Heler, Kiddie and Schafer, and Borough ClIr Clowes.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

CO-OPTION
RESOLVED - that Chad Wilkinson be co-opted onto the Parish Council.

It was noted that there were three vacancies on the Parish Council; one in Crewe
Green and two in Wychwood.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting held on 06 February 2025 be
confirmed as a true and correct record.

PLANNING MATTERS

1) Neighbourhood Plan

Clir Cornell advised that the ‘Walk-In’ Exhibitions had been arranged for 27 March in
St Michael's Church, Crewe Green, and 03 April in the Church Hall, Weston. A
Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire had been included in the Community Newsletter
which would be distributed shortly.

2) Proposed Police Deployment Base — Basford East

Members of the Planning Committee had met with the developers to discuss the
proposals for the Base, which would be located adjacent to the roundabout on David
Whitby Way. This was currently at the pre-planning stage, with the formal planning
application to be submitted shortly.

3) Newcastle Borough — Proposal by Indurent — Industrial Allocation adjacent to J16
M6

Councillors reviewed this proposal which identified 4m sq ft of warehousing on land
to the south-east of J16 of the M6, which was currently at the pre-planning stage.
This would include traffic light access from the A500. This site was also identified
within the Newcastle Borough Council Local Plan, which had been submitted for an
Examination in Public.

Concern was expressed at the extent of the proposed development. The Clerk was
asked to write to the Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council to urge that the Parish
Council be consulted on this application once it has been submitted, and obtain the
views of Cheshire East Council to this proposal.

4) Planning Committee Decisions

App No Application Decision
25/0048/ | Proposed porch, rear extension and windows revisions at | No objection
HOUS 7 West Avenue, Weston
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COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN

Cllr Chambers provided an update on the development of the Plan, which was now
in a position to be finalised and adopted. A Whatsapp group had been created for
the urgent dissemination of information and a test message had been successful.
Thanks were conveyed to Clir Chambers for all of the work undertaken to review the
Plan.

GOVERNANCE
Scheme of Delegation
The Scheme of Delegation detailed the delegated authority from the Council to the
Proper Officer, Responsible Financial Officer, Standing Committees and Working
Groups, noting that certain matters could not be delegated.

RESOLVED - that the Scheme of Delegation be approved.

Risk Reqister
Councillors reviewed the Corporate Risk Register

RESOLVED - that the Risk Register be approved.

Councillor Email Use
The Clerk advised that Councillor access details and a draft Email Use Policy would
be distributed shortly.

Finance Committee
RESOLVED - that ClIrs Lewis and Schafer be appointed to the vacancies on the
Finance Committee.

Planning Committee
RESOLVED - that Clir Lewis be appointed to the vacancy on the Planning
Committee.

FOOTPATHS — WYCHWOOD VILLAGE

Councillors were reminded that £1,000 had been allocated towards improvements to
Public Footpaths 4 & 5, which would fund the scraping-off of the worst-affected short
sections of pathway which were prone to localised flooding. The Public Rights of
Way team had provided details of further enhancements and asked whether any
additional funding was available.

Councillors supported Option 2 which would remove the soil and grass
encroachments along 630 metres of pathways. However, owing to no further
unallocated Community Infrastructure Levy monies being available at present,
sources of grant funding would be investigated.

DEVOLUTION

Councillors noted the Government’s proposal to establish a Mayoral Strategic
Authority for Cheshire and Warrington, which would be established following
elections in May 2026. Although, most of the detail was currently in development, it
was expected that the majority of the functions would be delegated from activities
currently undertaken in central government.

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
No report.

POLICE MATTERS

The Clerk provided details of the police incidents from the Wybunbury Beat area.
There had been no report from Haslington Beat area and no response regarding the
potential establishment of a Cluster meeting. The Clerk referred to an email from
Haslington Parish Council expressing concern at the lack of police engagement over
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the past year.

REPORTS OF CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS

The Clerk referred to a written report by Borough ClIr Heler which advised that the
gullies had been cleared on Cemetery Road and highways issues on Slaughter Hill.
Councillors noted that Cheshire East Council had responded promptly following the
reporting of the blocked gullies on Cemetery Road, which had been a long standing
issue. Thanks were also extended to the ward Councillors Steve Edgar and Alison
Heler for their actions in this being done so promptly.

PARISH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

Clir Chambers advised that the installation of the Play Equipment on Weston Playing
Fields had been completed. The ‘Grand Opening’ would be at the Village Fete being
held on 18 May 2025. Councillors congratulated Cllr Chambers and the Playing Field
Committee on securing these improvements.

The Public Open Space at Westmere Close/Millbeck Close had been tended by the
Borough Council.

Councillors received details of a suggestion by the police regarding the exit
arrangements for car boot sales at the Weston Cricket Club. This involved the use
of the former exit to the south of the site. Councillors considered this wholly
inappropriate from a road safety perspective and these concerns would be conveyed
to the police, highway authority and Ward Councillors.

OPEN FORUM — QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
One member of the public provided an update on the D&G Bus access arrangements
at Crewe Bus Station.

FINANCE REPORT

Payments
RESOLVED - to note the payments approved in accordance with Financial

Regulations and Payment Schedule

Payee Reason Gross£| VATE Net £
Unity Trust Bank Fees 6.00 6.00
Wychwood Village Hall Maintenance 1,000.00 1,000.00
RESOLVED - to approve the following payments:

Payee Reason Gross£| VATE Net £
Mark Robinson Salary and Expenses (February) 1,155.31 1,155.31
Parish Online Mapping Software 180.00 180.00
David Williamson Lengthsman (February) 469.00 469.00
Playdale Ltd Weston Playing Field Equipment 6,488.45 6,488.45
Johnsons Printers | Community Newsletter 450.00 450.00
Cheshire Wildlife Report for Neighbourhood Plan 4,428.00 | 738.00 | 3,690.00
Trust

John Cornell Printer Inks - NP 71.51 71.51
John Chambers Printer Inks - NP 43.99 43.99
Johnsons Printers | Questionnaire - NP 201.60 33.60 168.00
John Densem Printing Costs - NP Exhibition 54.25 54.25
Crewe Green PCC | NP Exhibition 100.00 100.00
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Payment Schedule 2025/26
RESOLVED - that the schedule of payments be approved.

Neighbourhood Plan
RESOLVED - that any further payments for the Neighbourhood Plan in the current
financial year be approved.

24/113 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7.30pm on Thursday, 10 April 2025 at All Saints Church Hall, Weston



