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Dear Residents, 

Looking back at the last edition of the Community News, the 

weather has continued with even more rain and consequent 

flooding, blocked drains and even more damage to the 

roads and infrastructure within the parish. Let’s hope that 

we can look forward to a drier summer. 

One consequence of the milder winter has been the 

emergence of spring flowers earlier than normal as 

something to cheer us all. 

The Parish Council continues to come to terms with the 

various changes that affect us and indeed the wider area. 

Some of which are Housing development, Hs2 (?), roads 

and of course the potholes! 

A big thank you to all those who in anyway help in keeping 

the parish tidy and maintain the appearance. 

There are events planned for the coming months details of 

which are in various articles in this edition which I do hope 

you will all support and enjoy. 

Let us hope we can all enjoy the summer months and some 

good weather. 

John Densem 

Chairman of Weston & Crewe Green Parish Council 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE – great news!!! 

After a rigorous independent examination, the Modified 

Neighbourhood Plan for Weston & Basford (covering the former 

Parish area) has now been formally approved by Cheshire East.  

This is one of only five modified Neighbourhood Plans yet to be 

approved in the Borough. 

This is a ‘statutory document’ to be read alongside Central 

Government Guidance and the Cheshire East Local Plan.  It will be 

valid until 2030. 

The details can be viewed on the Parish Council and Cheshire East 

Websites 

It contains updated and robust planning policies which will help us 

resist unplanned and unwanted development, whilst at the same time 

assist us in guiding new planned development to be in keeping with 

our area. 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the other members of the 

small Steering Group who have worked tirelessly to make this happen 

in the interests of us all.  Also, my thanks to all members of our 

community who have contributed. 

We’re now in the process of seeking Central Government Grant Aid to 

extend this Plan to include the whole of our new Parish Area – both 

Weston and Crewe Green. 

This will constitute a New Plan and the new area has recently been 

Designated by Cheshire East. 

Again, details can be viewed on both the Parish and Cheshire East 

Websites. 

It is our intention to communicate with all residents and businesses in 

the new plan area through Community News. This will seek your views 

and keep you informed as the preparation of the Plan progresses. 

Another challenge – we’ll need your help, so watch this space!! 

John Cornell – Chair Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 
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Allotment news
 

Spring 2024 
 

At the time of writing, we are currently having our seed swap, 
with some seed packets now costing several pounds we have 
found that sometimes members have duplicate seed packets. 
In May we will have our plant swap, so surplus plants grown 
from seeds can be swapped. There is always something new 
to grow.  
Our membership is open as we (as always) have had a couple 
of people giving up. Plots do vary in size, a full plot is 
approximately 3000 sq.ft a half plot is 1500 sq.ft and a quarter 
is 750 sq.ft. When you have a path and a seating area (always 
time for a cup of tea) the growing areas are manageable.  
Please send an email for more details to  
westonallotmentgroup@hotmail.com  
 

Happy growing. 
 

Mobile Library 
The library van comes to Mere Road in Weston (10-10.25am) then 
onto Holly Mount, Basford (10.35-11am) 
Every three weeks, on a Wednesday. The next visits will be: 
Wednesday 1st May, Wednesday 22nd May and Wednesday 13th June. 
To see other stops and dates then visit: 

www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/libraries/nearest-library 

 

 

mailto:westonallotmentgroup@hotmail.com
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/libraries/nearest-library
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Friends of All Saints - FOALS 

 

Following from the successful events of last year, we are continuing 

in the coming months with what have become annual events for 

many years. 

The first event is the Garden Party and Vehicle display in July at 

Ashleigh. 

The Garden Party has its origins of being held at Ashleigh, dating 

back to 1919! 

The second event, the Brass Band Concert, whilst not so well 

established has over a relatively short period of time become a firm 

favourite as well. 

The Brass Band Concert is set to be held in September. 

More details of these events will be in the next Community news 

and via social media. 

FOALS continues with support to raise funds for the repair of All 

Saints Church, and much has been done during the last year. 

However more must be done to preserve, improve and enhance the 

Church as it forms a focal point of the village and community. 

 

Save the Date! 

The Annual Summer Garden Party 
at Ashleigh 

Saturday 13th July 2024 
Transport display, refreshments and more! 

Raising money for F.O.A.L.S. 
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We are a small but friendly bunch of people who are dedicated to 
retaining the centuries old tradition of Crown Green Bowls. Our 
green and clubhouse are situated to the rear of the ‘White Lion 
Hotel’ on the far side of the car park. 

If you would like to learn the game or would just like to come along 
for some gentle exercise or even just a chat…we are here! 

We are still looking to encourage new members to join us, in 
particular junior bowlers. We encourage any parents with young 
children or spritely grandparents to come and have a look at the 
green and our facilities. 

Please contact Mike Blackemore (Fixtures Secretary) 07970 934129 
for further information 

 

The White Lion’s May Day Event 
Sunday 5th May 

12 – 6pm 
Live music, bouncy castle, face 

painting and much more! 
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Weston Village 
Fete 

Sunday 5th May 

We’re taking donations for the raffle 
and tombola now so if you have 

anything you think is suitable then 
please get in touch with Annelene 

on 07949059238 

 

  

Got a story? Talk to 
us! 

We want to hear from you 
with all your village news. 
If you’ve got an event, an 
article of local interest or 
a society or club to 
highlight, or photographs 
you’ve taken when out 
and about in the 
community. 
Please get in touch by 
emailing: 
westonandbasfordcomm
unitynews@gmail.com 
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All Saints’ Church Update 

 
All Saints’ church has been at the heart of the village life since 
1840. The church is open every day from 9am until 5pm so 
please feel free to drop in and enjoy the peace and quiet of our 
beautiful building. We worship together every Sunday at 11am. 
We are a small but very friendly congregation, and we enjoy 
meeting together after the service for a drink and a chat. You 
would be very welcome to join us. 
 
Last year, we completed essential, structural repairs to the 
church building. We have now turned our attention to how we 
heat the church. We currently have a 1970s gas boiler which has 
reached the end of its life and Victorian pipework which is 
inefficient and leaks. Over the winter, it has been very difficult to 
heat the building to a comfortable temperature, particularly as 
the pilot light keeps going out! We have explored several 
alternative systems and have settled on a scheme using ‘air to 
air’ heat pump units which will give us more reliable heating 
whilst also significantly reducing our carbon emissions. With 
support from our architect, we are in the process of securing the 
necessary permissions to install the new system and we remain 
hopeful that it will happen before next winter.  
 
Changing how we heat the church will inevitably create the need 
for repairs to the plasterwork and redecoration when the existing 
pipework is removed. You will notice that some of the paint on 
the walls is also flaking off because the type of paint previously 
used was not suitable and has not allowed the walls to 
appropriately ‘breathe’.  
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So, money that is raised at this year’s Village Fete on Sunday 5th 
May will go towards repairing the plaster inside church and 
repainting the walls. I am very grateful to the team of volunteers 
who have made the fete possible, and to the stall holders who 
have signed up to take part. There will be a BBQ outside the 
church hall from 12 noon and afternoon teas will be served 
inside the hall from 2pm, so please do join us for what promises 
to be a fun-filled afternoon. 
As well as services that are held in church, we also have a 
church hall which is well used by community groups. Edward 
Bear Club for pre-schoolers and their carers meets every 
Monday in the hall at 9am for play, stories, craft, songs and 
snacks. New members are always welcome. You will also find 
our community café in the hall every Wednesday for freshly 
brewed coffee, homemade cakes and light lunches. It is a great 
place to meet others and is run by a very friendly team of 
volunteers. 
 
Finally, donations towards the new heating system or internal 
repairs and redecoration would be most gratefully received. To 
donate, please make cheques payable to PCC of All Saints’ 
Weston or pay by BACS: PCC of All Saints’ Weston, account 
number: 17894204, Sort Code: 01-00-71. Please mark your 
donation with the reference ‘All Saints’ Repairs’. Thank you for 
all your support.  
 
Rev Rachael Griffiths 
 
vicar@allsaintsandstmarks.com 
www.allsaintsandstmarks.com 
Facebook: @allsaintsandstmarks 
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Wychwood Village Hall 
 

Located at the entrance to Wychwood Village in Weston 
Abbey Park Way, CW2 5TD 

 
Wychwood Village Hall offers a range of regular classes and activities for adults 
and children. It is a popular venue to host your child’s birthday party or ideal for 
your AGM or business meeting. It has Wi-Fi, a large open hall, parking for 18 
cars, kitchen, basic service bar, tables and chairs and full disabled access.  The 
property is fully fenced with access to the lawned area directly from the hall. The 
hall can easily accommodate a bouncy castle, DJ, band or other activities.  
 
If you are interested in casual hire of the hall the process is very simple. Visit the 
website at  www.wychwoodvillagehall.co.uk and view the up-to-date booking 
calendar online which lists all regular classes and private bookings. This will allow 
you to check if the date and time you require is available. If so, you can fill out 
and submit the online booking enquiry form and a member of the committee will 
then be in contact to answer any questions or finalise the booking. The casual 
booking rate for the hall is £26 per hour. Regular bookings get a discounted rate, 
contact the hall through the website for more details. 

 
Our regular classes include: 

Feel Good Health and 
Fitness is held every Monday 
and Wednesday from 6:00pm – 
7:00pm and Saturday morning 
from 9:00am – 10am. Circuits, 
strength, conditioning, toning, 
cardio, HIIT sessions, they do it 
all and have great fun in the 
process! For bookings contact 
Clare Eaton at  aclrbx@aol.com  
 

Gymnastic classes for children are 
held on Tuesday from 4:30am – 
6:00pm. If you would like to make 
a booking, please contact Nicola 
Clogg on 07875 354 482 for more 
details.  

 
 

http://www.wychwoodvillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:aclrbx@aol.com
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  All Stars dog training run ringcraft and scent training on Tuesday 
mornings and evenings. 

10:00am – 11:30am Ringcraft 
12:00pm – 1:00pm Scentwork 
1:00pm – 2:00pm Scentwork 
7:00pm – 8:00pm Scentwork 
8:15pm – 9:15pm Ringcraft 
Please contact Lynn on 07508 096 007 or allstarsdtc@gmail.com 
 
Jason Morgan runs Kung Fu classes. 
Wednesdays from 7:00pm – 8:30pm  
for all students 5 years and older.  
First lesson is free for beginners. 
For more information contact Jason Morgan at 
jason_morgan_12@hotmail.com 
 

We also have regular traders which visit the site including Stuart’s Fresh Fish 
every Friday from 2:00pm – 4:00pm offering a wide range of fresh fish and 
seafood. Special orders are available and you can contact him at 
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057528516268 
 
Wildfire Pizza visit the village every second Wednesday of the month from 
5:30pm – 8:00pm. 
They offer freshly made wood fired pizzas with a monthly special. Pre orders 
are advised. To view their menus visit www.wildfirepizzaco.co.uk or for 
bookings phone 07507 680729. 
 
If you are interested in running a class or setting up a food stall at the 
Wychwood Village hall please email us at 
wychwoodvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk and we will be happy to discuss your 
requirements.  
 

mailto:allstarsdtc@gmail.com
mailto:jason_morgan_12@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057528516268
http://www.wildfirepizzaco.co.uk/
tel:07507%20680729
mailto:wychwoodvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
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BE SCAM AWARE! 
If you think someone is trying to trick you into handing over money 
or personal details – Stop, hang up and call 159 to speak directly to 
your bank. 159 is like 101 for the police or 111 for the NHS. It’s the 
number you can trust to get you through to your bank safely and 
securely. 
How can I protect myself from scams? 
Say no: Ignore a caller that asks you for personal information or bank or 
card details. A genuine organisation will never ask you for these details 
over the phone, in an email, or in writing. 
Don’t download software if asked by a caller: For example, if a caller 
says your device has a virus, and that you need to download software to 
fix it. This will be a programme that gives scammers access to all your 
online information. 
Avoid links: If you get an unexpected text asking you to follow a link, 
don’t click on it. 
Report scams: Forward unwanted texts to 7726 to alert your mobile 
phone provider to a scam. 
Call the company: If you get a phone call from an organisation asking 
you for personal information, contact the company directly using a 
known email or phone number to check the call is legitimate. 
Check the line: Scammers can keep your phone line open even after 
you’ve hung up. To make sure the scammers have gone, either call 
someone you know to check the line is free, or use a different phone, or 
wait about 15 minutes after the scam call. 
Beware of fake ‘Caller ID’: Scammers can mimic an official telephone 
number which can trick you into thinking the caller is from a legitimate 
organisation. 
If a caller knows your basic details (e.g. your name, address. your 
mother’s maiden name and even your direct debit) this doesn’t mean 
they’re legitimate. 
Scams are very common and they are distressing and can be very 
costly. Any of us can fall for them, so it’s important to be vigilant. 
 

Remember: STOP – HANG UP – CALL 159 
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Once, the Skies of Crewe Buzzed with the 
Graceful Dance of Hundreds of Swifts. 

In 1995/96, surveys found there were approximately 450 breeding pairs 
of swift in Crewe, almost five times larger than the next largest known 
colony in Cheshire. The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) suggested 
this was possibly the largest colony of breeding swifts in Great Britain.  

But by 2001, the colony in Crewe dropped from 450 nests to 120 
according to Cheshire and Wirral Ornithological Society and a 2023 
survey by South Cheshire Ornithological Society was found that the 
colony was down to around 50 in Crewe.  

Within the Parish, a survey of the colony on Larch Avenue in Basford 
found that numbers were at 25 in 1995 and down to only 10 in 2001, 
although they haven’t been surveyed since.  

The reasons for this worrying decline are attributed to the loss of insect 
food, poor summer weather and loss of nest sites.   

But while these survey results are damning, these obstacles provide us 
with vital evidence to support swift recovery.  

Earlier this year Haslington Parish Council funded £1,400 worth of swift 
nest boxes for the local community to install in their own homes where 
numbers had dropped from 90 in 1995 to just 6 in 2023. There is further 
hope with a community group in Crewe recently receiving funding for a 
swift nest project. 

The momentum for helping swifts in Crewe and surrounding areas is 
really starting to take flight, could you put a swift box up to help the 
dwindling numbers or even better work with your neighbours to bring 
back swifts on your whole street?  

If you are interested in finding out more contact Andy at Cheshire 
Wildlife Trust: astubbs@cheshirewt.org.uk  

 

mailto:astubbs@cheshirewt.org.uk
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Just for fun! 

THE PLANETS, SPACE, THE UNIVERSE. 

N S U P E R N O V A 

A U C E N U T P E N 

M N T R K H R Y R L 

R A R O E M U R Y I 

A R F L O A D U D G 

H U E G T S M C E H 

S N H P U M M R R T 

T H E P L A N E T S 

R F V Q P O P M E A 

D Z N R E H T R O N 

 

1 GUSTAV HOLST COMPOSED ABOUT THEM. 

2 I’M NO LONGER CLASSED AS A PLANET. 

3 FREDDY (MR FARENHEIGHT). 

4 IN SPACE NO ONE CAN HEAR YOU ….........(ALIEN). 

5 THE PLANET WHICH CAUSES HYSTERICS IN THE CLASSROOM. 

6 OASIS SANG ABOUT A CHAMPAGNE ONE. 

7. THE FIRST BRITISH ASTRONAUGHT, NO NOT TIM. 

8 HE SANG ABOUT SPACEMAN BUT CAME SECOND. 

9. SOME SAY AURORA BOREALIS. 

10. THE ONE IN THE SEA HAS A TRIDENT. 
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WORDSEARCH ANSWERS: 1. THE PLANETS 2. PLUTO 3. MERCURY 4. 

SCREAM  5. URANUS 6. SUPERNOVA 7. HELEN SHARMAN 8. SAM RYDER 

9. NORTHERN LIGHTS 10. NEPTUNE. 

 


