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Dear Residents,

It has been over three years since we last produced
the Community News. Like many other things and
activities everything came to a halt as we as a
community, contended with the effects of the
pandemic. In the early stages a group of residents
formed a team to offer help to anyone who needed
it owing to the restrictions that were in place.

| extend a belated thank you for the work and
friendships that they have created

Many if not all social activities and events were
curtailed and stopped. | am pleased to say that the
community has held together and most of those
activities have restarted along with some of the
larger events planned for the summer months.

There will be a significant change to the parish in
April when we amalgamate with Crewe Green
Parish, our neighbour to the north and around
Crewe Hall. As you are aware significant new
buildings are being planned for the areas either
side of David Whitby Way and the creation of a
village style development around Stowford. All this
will probably change the character of the area,
hopefully not to the detriment of the existing
communities.

Indeed since our last Community News we have
seen the creation and integration of the new
Weston Woods development in the centre of
Weston. We welcome these new residents to the
Weston community. Incidentally the new roads and
the community play area have been named for the
fallen from WW!I and a local councillor who gave
support to this parish.

For this new copy, the work to collect and compile
the articles is now being handled by another
member of the PC. Thank you, and also to the
contributors responding with the articles.

We hope you enjoy the new content.
John Densem

Chairman of Weston & Basford PC

Weston & Basford Parish
Council

The Parish Council meets on the
second Thursday of every month
at 7.30pm.

To access agendas and minutes
then please look at our website or
in one of our noticeboards around
the parish.

www.weston-basford.co.uk

The website also contains up-to-
date information including
Cheshire East consultations, local
community updates, HS2 and the
Neighbourhood Plan.

The ‘Community News’ has its
own section with all previous
copies available to look at.

There’s a local history section and
both old and new photos can be
viewed.

Got a story? Talk to Us!

We want to hear from you with all your
village news. If you’'ve got an event, an
article of local interest or a society or club to
highlight, or photographs you’ve taken out
and about in the community, please get in
touch by emailing:

westonandbasfordcommunitynews
@gmail.com

All opinions expressed are those of the individual
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Parish Council

Published by Weston & Basford Parish Council


mailto:westonandbasfordcommunitynews@gmail.com
mailto:westonandbasfordcommunitynews@gmail.com
http://www.weston-basford.co.uk/

Weston Church Hall

The Church Hall is situated close to the Main
Road, in Weston and is central for most of its
users drawn from Weston and its surrounds.
Although the pandemic curtailed activities in
the hall, its usage has now generally
returned to former levels.

The hall, which is available to hire at
reasonable cost, is spacious and versatile,
offering a variety of event opportunities. It is
capable of accommodating up to 80 people
seated at tables. Although the hall has no
alcohol license and cannot sell alcoholic
drinks, users are permitted to bring and
drink their own. There is a well equipped
kitchen, wifi, projector and suitable
disability access and facilities.

The hall has been used for events such as:

Children’s and adult’s parties, Weddings,
Christenings and Funeral Receptions.

Yoga/Pilates Classes and children’s sports
events. In addition, Macmillan coffee
mornings, Christmas Fayres and various
fundraising events (Quizzes etc). Parish
Council meetings, Musical Practice and
Parish Meals are also held in the hall.

It is also the venue for Local and General
Elections, the next being on the 4" May
2023.

For further information regarding
the Church hall, and for anyone
interested in assisting in the
Community Café please contact
Julia Cox on 01270 587076

The hall’s current regular usage is as
follows:

MONDAY -

Edward Bear (for children 0-5yrs)
(Contact Sue Moore) 9 —10.30am

Beavers 5.30-6.30pm (ages 6-8 yrs)

Cubs 6.30-7.45pm (ages 8-10.5 yrs)
(Contact Alex Stubbs)

TUESDAY —

Scouts 6.30-8.30pn (ages10.5-14 yrs)
(Contact Alex Stubbs)

WEDNESDAY —

The Community Café, open 9am — 3pm,
offering a wide range of hot/cold snacks,
lunches, homemade cakes, speciality teas
and coffee. The café is staffed entirely by
volunteers, including bakers, soup and
quiche makers with profits going towards
community projects. (Contact Julia Cox,
Sue Moore or Rachael Griffiths)

THURSDAY —

Monthly Parish Council Meeting (Contact
David Owen Clerk)

FRIDAY —

Indoor Bowling 7-10pm (Contact John
Smallwood)

SATURDAY & SUNDAY -

Parties and Community Events (eg Jubilee
Afternoon Tea)



WESTON VILLAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL

School life at Weston Village Primary continues to
be packed full of learning, fun and lots of
opportunities for our children. We ended the
Autumn term with a flurry of activities and
performances. The youngest children shared their
nativity plays with packed audiences. The choir
performed at various venues throughout December.
The children enjoyed trips including The New Vic
Theatre and one to Tatton Park and we finished the
term with Weston’s Got Talent, our annual
showcase of talent and celebration of our children.

Once again, all of our Year 6 children have been
allocated ambassadorial roles and are working
through their action plans based on what they want
to achieve this year. These leadership roles see the
children work in small teams as either Digital,
Physical Activity, Community, Learning,
Safeguarding and Wellbeing, Eco and Inclusion
ambassadors. Their activity includes work within
school and the community in these areas tom
promote the school’s values, gain leadership
experience and have a positive impact on the rest of
the student body at Weston. Our Eco Ambassadors
joined PCSO Jolley in a parking patrol at the end of
the school day to raise awareness of sensible and
safe parking. Check our website
www.weston.cheshire.sch.uk or our social media for
updates throughout the year of their work.

As well as our broad and rich curriculum, the
children continue to enjoy enrichment activities
throughout the year. This includes trips to enhance
curriculum learning; residential visits for children in
Year 4 and Year 6; visitors into school such as Zoo 2
U and history workshops; a range of clubs for all
children including ballroom dancing, debating club
and mindfulness. They also have lots of
opportunities to represent the school through
sports competitions and festivals, choir events such
as Young Voices in Manchester and at other events
such as pupil safeguarding conferences. All of our
Year 4 children are currently enjoying brass
instrument lessons and enrichment opportunities
such as these help children to broaden their
experiences and develop character.

We are particularly proud of our football team
who recently reached the semi-final of a Cheshire
wide competition.

Finally, we have recently had an Ofsted
inspection — the first in 8 years. Look out for our
report on the school website and the Ofsted
website. The inspectors said some very lovely
things about our school and about the children.
They felt that the culture of our school and the
exemplary behaviour and attitudes of the
children, an area they judged to be ‘Outstanding’,
makes Weston a special place.

Applications for children to start in at Weston in
Reception in September 2023 have now closed
but our doors are always open to show
prospective parents around the school, so keep
us in mind towards the end of the year and the
start of the next school year ahead of choosing a
school for your child for September 2024. We can
be contacted on 01270 814848 or on
admin@weston.cheshire.sch.uk


http://www.weston.cheshire.sch.uk/

Allotment News

Weston Allotment Group (WAG)
will be entering its 13 year in
March this year.

We had a really good year of
growing in 2022 with fruit being
particularly good. Our membership
age ranges from young families to
pensioners. We have in the last few
years created wildflower areas,
which in the height of flowering are
alive with bees and butterflies.
Some members grow and enter
produce in shows but most grow
for the table. You can taste the
freshness of newly picked produce.

If you are interested in being added
to our waiting list please email
westonallotmentgroup@hotmail.c
om or pop along to the allotment
which is located at the crossroads
at the end of Cemetery Road.

The Weston Weeders Group

We set up the Weston Weeders in 2021
to tackle some of the litter and weed
problems in the village. With some
financial support from the Parish Council
(Thank you PC!) we bought equipment
and weed-killer to tackle the problems in
and around the village.

We are not a formal group, just a group
of volunteers.

Someone spots an eyesore, puts a social
media message out and people turn up
and sort it out.

From leaves in the gutter around the
church for the Queens Jubilee to tidying
up the overgrowth on the bridge, all sorts
of bits and pieces around the village.

When you see us out working, give us a
hoot on your car horn and say hello to
Emma, Claire, Louise, Julie, Kath, lan and
Steve (or better still join us for a chat and
help)

(The photos below shows Newcastle Road
before and after)
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Weston Village Playing Field
(Mere Road)

The Trustees with support from the
Parish Council, developers and local
residents have been able to complete
some refurbishment on the playing
field over the past couple of years.

The kissing gate supporting structure
was completely refurbished by a local
resident and the Parish Council funded
the securing of the picnic benches
which were being constantly moved
around the playing field. In addition to
this Lovell Homes, who are the
developer for Weston Woods in East
Avenue, fully funded a new 80 metre
fence at the bottom of the field. (See
photo)

We have had to remove some of the
wooden play equipment as it had
severely rotted after being in position
for 20 years. We have no plans to
replace this as a new children’s play
area has now opened in East Avenue.
The playing field trustees met in
October 2022 and are considering the
addition of some outdoor exercise
equipment on the field providing the
necessary funding be obtained.

One of the trustees has approached
Network Rail Crewe Hub with the view
of them doing some work on the field
such as improving paths and planting
hedges. An onsite meeting was held
with Network Rail in November 2022
and they are hoping to hold a
volunteering day on the field in March

We now have a second memorial bench
on the playing field. This was generously
donated by Shirley Jeffs in memory of
her late husband Phil, who passed away
in July 2021. They came to live in Mere
Road in 2017 and always loved the
location and the outlook over the
playing field — the seat is a fitting
tribute.

The playing field is an asset to the
village but it needs your support to keep
it in good order. We desperately need
help to maintain the field and to
continue the good work that has taken
place on the field over the past 20 years.
Tree trimming, litter picking and tidying
up weeds on the paths are the jobs that
need doing. If you are interested in
helping in any way and have an hour or
two to spare please contact the
secretary John Chambers, 31 Millbeck
Close, Weston




Wychwood Village Hall

February 2023

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
1 2 3 4 5
Art Club Yoga Classes -  Stuarts Fish-  Clare Eaton
Amanda Vale  Carpark Fitness
Clare Eaton
Fitness

Jason Morgan
Martial Arts

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Art Club Clare Eaton Art Club Yoga Classes -  Stuarts Fish - Clare Eaton
Fitness Amanda Vale  Carpark Fitness
Clare Eaton
Fitness Private
Booking
Jason Morgan
Martial Arts
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Art Club Clare Eaton Art Club Yoga Classes -  Stuarts Fish-  Clare Eaton
Fitness b Amanda Vale  Carpark Fitness
are Eaton H
Widfire Pizza  Fitness Times for each class and contact
i details can also be found on the
Martial Arts
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 website
Art Club Clare Eaton Art Club Yoga Classes -  Stuarts Fish - Clare Eaton
Fitness Amanda Vale  Carpark Fitness
Clare Eaton
Fitness

Jason Morgan

Martial Arts
March 2023
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
1 2 3 4 5
To book Wychwood Village Hall on a :CI:bt - b bl
are taton
casual basis please go to the website o e
. . . J. Mor
and fill in the online form. M
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
www.wychwoodvillagehall.co.uk Art Club ClareEaton  ArtClub Yoga Classes - Stuarts Fish - Clare Eaton
Fitness e Amanda Vale  Carpark Fitness
For regular bookings please email at ke
. . Jason Morgan
wychwoodvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk Martial Arts
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Art Club Clare Eaton Art Club Gymanastics  Stuarts Fish-  Clare Eaton
Fitness Class - to be Carpark Fitness
Clare Eaton confirmed

Wildfire Pizza  Fitness

Yoga Classes -
Jason Morgan

Amanda Vale
Martial Arts
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Art Club Clare Eaton Art Club Gymanastics Stuarts Fish - Clare Eaton
Fitness Class - to be Carpark Fitness
Clare Eaton conbrmey
Fitness

Yoga Classes -

Jason Morgan Amanda Vale

Martial Arts



http://www.wychwoodvillagehall.co.uk/

Weston & Basford Neighbourhood Plan Review

In September last year you should have received an update as to where
we were with the Review of the Weston & Basford Neighbourhood
Plan. The original Plan is now five years old and much has changed
during that time.

Draft modifications to the Plan have now been drawn up and a simple
guestionnaire was circulated to all households within the Plan Area,
which equates to the boundary of Weston & Basford, during January.

The purpose of the proposed modifications is to ensure that our Local
Planning Policies are updated and are fully compliant with the latest
Central Government Guidance along with Cheshire East policies. This
will enable us to provide maximum protection for the Parish against
unplanned predatory development at the earliest possible stage.

Your responses to the questionnaire will be carefully analysed and
where appropriate any additions will be made to the draft
modifications.

This will be happening alongside a design code prepared by AECOM, an
independent consultancy employed by Central Government. This will
prove extremely helpful when considering planning applications and
will support the policies in the Neighbourhood Plan.

We’ll then be able to submit our draft modifications to Cheshire East,
who will be taking custody of the Plan and carrying out further statutory
consultation. At the end of the process, they will involve an external
examiner.

The Draft Modifications to the Plan can be viewed on the
Neighbourhood Plan pages of the Parish Council website:

www.weston-basford.co.uk/parish-council/neighbourhood-plan

John Cornell

Chairman Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group


http://www.weston-basford.co.uk/parish-council/neighbourhood-plan

An update from Lovell Homes

A very happy 2023 to all Weston residents, on behalf
of Lovell Homes.

This new year marks an exciting point in the
development of Weston Woods, as the team prepares
for completion. As new residents are welcomed to the

area, Lovell has been looking back over the past three [ ‘
years and the many positive relationships formed in
the village.

Weston Village Primary School has partnered with
Lovell right from the very beginning, with safety talks
delivered to pupils; book donations, environmental
campaigns to promote biodiversity and of course, a
wonderful, new playground. It has also been a
privilege to take part in charity fundraisers such as the
Weston Christmas Display too.

While a large part of Lovell’'s work focuses on the
future, it has been important to us to celebrate
Weston'’s heritage, and this has only been made
possible through community collaboration.

The team was proud to be able to bring Weston’s
history into the new development, through the
honouring of community heroes. On Remembrance
weekend in 2021, we unveiled a commemorative
bench for Joseph Wood - a Weston man who was
killed in World War | while serving in the Cheshire
Regiment — alongside the Parish Council.

In addition, we have named some of our Weston
Woods streets in recognition of special residents. John
Hammond Close was named after local councillor
John, who passed away in 2018, to celebrate all the
great work he did for the area. Other named streets
are tributes to Alfred Edward Brereton, Allen Dunn,
Thomas Henry Lovatt and James Eli B Platt - all born
and raised in Weston and fought in WW!I1 as part of the
Cheshire Regiment.

As our time in the village draws to a close, we're
incredibly proud to be part of the Weston community
and leave a lasting legacy in the area. However, it’s
not quite goodbye as our teams will still be on site and
available to take queries from new or existing
residents. We would like to take the opportunity to
thank you all once again for your support, and wish
you all the best for the coming year.
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PLACES AND EVENTS TAKING PLACE IN
ENGLAND IN 2023

1 KING CHARLES WILL HAVE THE FIRST SINCE 1953.
2 THE HOME OF ENGLISH RUGBY UNION.

3 TWO UNIVERSITIES WILLRACE ON THIS.

4 A BIG HORSE RACE IN LIVERPOOL.

5 FLOWERS IN LONDON, IT HAS TO BE THE ....... FLOWER
SHOW.

6 IF YOUR FOOTBALL TEAM IS GOOD ENOUGH THEY
COULD PLAY HERE IN JUNE.

7 THE ONLY PLACE TO PROMENADE IN LONDON.
8 THE BOVINE PLACE TO WATCH SAILING.

9 AT THE END OF AUGUST WE GO TO BLACKPOOL TO
SEE?

10 THE FRUIT OF THE HORSE CHESNUT, JUST ADD
STRING. THERE IS A WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, HONEST

(Answers on the back page)

f ol

Like traditional Sudoku but with
letters A-H

NumberSudoku




Your local W |

Hough & District W |

Weston ladies, if you are looking for
fun, friendship and an opportunity

to do something different, then look

no further than your local WI We
meet on the first Tuesday of every
month at Hough Village Hall. Doors
open at 7pm for a 7.30 start.
Meetings can involve speakers,
demonstrations on national and
global issues, games and quizzes
singing or dancing! They always

involve homemade cake and a lot of

laughter! During each month you
can also join in our book, walking,
luncheon or craft groups and take
part in our trips to museums,
exhibitions, gardens and other
places of interest both locally and
nationally. For further details,
including how to contact us, please
have a look at our website — Hough
& District W | — Google Sites. Our
members come from all over the
local area including Weston and we
can always put you in touch if you
need a lift! Or simply turn up and
we will give you a warm welcome.
Don’t judge before you try us.

Weston Cricket Club

Weston CC is now part of the well-
established Nantwich Cricket Club
with Weston Cricket home matches
and training sessions held at The Alan
Holcroft’s Memorial Ground on Main
Road, Weston.

Many of the Cheshire county matches
(under 21s, under 18s, ladies etc) are
played here throughout the summer.
Anyone is welcome to come along
and watch the matches, with
refreshments available at the ground
for a very reasonable price.

Matches will start mid-April and
fixtures are to be confirmed.

Friday night practice and club night
will start on the second Friday in April
(14%).

All age groups welcome from 7 years
to 15 years.

We will be holding a registration
evening at the end of March — date to
be confirmed.

Enquiries to Alec on 07519 422578




WESTON AND BASFORD
PARISH COUNCIL

The May 2023 elections will reflect
composition of the new Parish Council
of Weston and Crewe Green. There will
be a change in boundaries and
additional seats.

The new Parish Council will have 13
seats, 7 for Weston Ward and 3 each
for Crewe Green and Wychwood.

For the first time voters will be asked
for photo identification in the Polling
Station.

A Passport or Driving Licence with a
photo are acceptable.

If you don’t have an accepted form of
photo ID, you can apply for a free voter
ID document known as a Voter
Authority Certificate. The attached
poster gives more details.

Polling takes place on Thursday 4" May
form 7am to 10pm and poll cards will
be issued.

The usual arrangements for postal and
proxy votes will apply —if in doubt
contact the Elections Office at Cheshire
East Council.

The first meeting of the new Parish
Council will be held on Thursday 18"
May at 7.30pm in the Church Hall.

The Parish Council elections are being
combined with Borough Council
Election (Cheshire East).

Notice of Election/ Poll will be
published on the Parish Council Notice
Boards and website to give more
details for voters and candidates.

Parish Council meetings are held on
the second Thursday each month
(except August) in the Church Hall,
Cemetery Road and residents are
most welcome to attend. There is a
public participation time to enable
guestions to be asked or items raised.
You will find copies of the Agenda and
Minutes on the Parish Council
website.

D G OWEN DMA
Clerk to the Council

The
Electoral
Commission

Find out more at

No ID? You can apply for free voter ID






All Saints’ Church Update

All Saints’ church has been at the heart of
village life since 1840. The church is open
every day so please feel free to drop in
and enjoy the peace and quiet of our
beautiful building. We worship together
every Sunday at 11am. We are a small but
very friendly congregation and we enjoy
meeting together after the service for a
drink and a chat. You would be very
welcome to join us.

In addition to our weekly services, we hold
various special services during the year,
including Remembrance Sunday. Last year,
we were pleased to host services of
thanksgiving for our late Queen Elizabeth
Il and we are looking forward to a special
service on Sunday 7" May to mark the
Coronation of King Charles lll. We
thoroughly enjoyed hosting a village
afternoon tea to celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee and we will be hosting a
similar event this year to celebrate the
Coronation.

As well as services that are held in church,
we also have a church hall which is well
used by community groups. Edward Bear
Club for pre-schoolers and their carers
meets every Monday in the hall at 9am for
play, stories, craft, songs and snacks. New
members are always welcome. You will
also find our community café in the hall
every Wednesday for freshly brewed
coffee, homemade cakes and light
lunches. It is a great place to meet others
and is run by a very friendly team of
volunteers.

Our beautiful church building is in need of
some major structural repairs. The
congregation is responsible for its
maintenance and has worked extremely
hard over several years to raise money to
fund the work that needs doing. In spite of
our efforts, we are still several thousand
pounds short of the amount we need and
the longer we wait, the more the building
deteriorates. We realise that we are in
difficult financial times and many people
are struggling. However, if you are able to
contribute to the cost of these urgent
repairs, we would be extremely grateful.
You will be helping to safeguard the future
of our church for the benefit of the whole
community.

To make a donation, please make cheques

payable to PCC of All Saints” Weston or pay

by BACS: PCC of All Saints’ Weston,

Account number: 17894204

Sort Code: 01-00-71

Please mark your donation with the

reference @AIll Saints’ Repairs’. Thank you.

Rev Rachael Griffiths

vicar@allsaintsandstmarks.com

www.allsaintsandstmarks.com

Facebook: @allsaintsandstmarks



mailto:vicar@allsaintsandstmarks.com
http://www.allsaintsandstmarks.com/

WYCHWOOD BOOK CLUB

Wychwood Book Club was started in October 2018 by
resident Carolyn Corden after she relocated to the
area from Surrey, where she had actively participated
in a book club for over 8 years.

Being a member of a book club is a fun way to enjoy
books and meet new people. It's a great way to learn
new perspectives, participate in healthy debate, and
establish a sense of community with other readers.

Most of the founding members still regularly attend thd
monthly meetings. The club continued throughout the

pandemic via Zoom meetings and actually increased its
membership during that period.

The book club meets on the second Tuesday of each
month. There is a morning meeting from 10 am to 12
noon, and the evening group meets at 7:30 pm.
Meetings are held at Carolyn's house.

Books are chosen by a different member each month
and reflects the member's particular reading
preference. This way, we get a varied selection every
month. Many of the books we have read have been
adapted for television or film. Examples of these would
be 'Where the Crawdads Sing', and 'A Man Called Ove
(Otto)'.

Members are encouraged to be candid with their
opinions, and all opinions are valued and respected.
The reader then gives the book a score out of 10. Soms

b

of our higher-scoring books include 'l am Pilgrim' by

Mobile Library

If you are running out of books to read,
now is the time to try the mobile library.
There is an excellent selection of books,
both fiction and non-fiction, and a large
print section.

The library van comes to Mere Road in
Weston every three weeks, on a
Wednesday from 10am —10.25am. The
next visits will be Wednesday 15
February, Wednesday 8™ March,
Wednesday 29" March, Wednesday
19t April.

To see other stops and dates then visit:

www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/libraries/nea
rest-library

Terry Hayes, 'A Gentleman in Moscow' by Amor
Towles, and 'Lessons in Chemistry' by Bonnie Garmus.

The next meetings are on Tuesday 14th
February, and the book for discussion is 'The
Russian Doll' by Marina Palmer.

For more information on Wychwood Book Club please
contact Carolyn at carolyncorden@gmail.com, or
request to join the Wychwood Book Club Facebook
group.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/280436476115218

THE
RUSSIAN

21 E
-

MARINA PALMER

ancther

w
-
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All Saints' Church Weston needs your help!

Our beautiful village church is in need of some major structural repairs.
The congregation is responsible for its maintenance but in spite of all our
efforts, we are still several thousand pounds short of the amount we
need to undertake the repairs. If you are able to contribute towards the
cost, we would be extremely grateful. You will be helping to safeguard
the future of our church for the benefit of the whole community.

To make a donation,
please make cheques payable to PCC of All Saints’ Weston
or pay by BACS: PCC of All Saints’ Weston, account number: 17894204,
Sort Code: 01-00-71.

Please mark your donation with the reference ‘All Saints’ Repairs’.
Thank you.

Answers from page 8

WORDSEARCH ANSWERS

1. CORONATION 2. TWICKENHAM 3. THAMES 4. GRAND NATIONAL 5. CHELSEA 6. WEMBLEY 7.
ALBERT HALL 8. COWES 9. LIGHTS 10. CONKERS
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